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ATTENDANCE AND PUNCTUALITY FACTS 

 

Education is not a way to escape poverty, it is a way of fighting it.  

– Julius Nyerere 

 

Did you know? 

● 90% attendance is equal to one session per week of absence 

● 4 weeks missed every year over 5 secondary school year is equal to half a school year 

● Research suggests that 17 days absence in one school year will result in a DROP in a GCSE 

grade 

● A two-week holiday is a loss of 50 lessons and attendance level of 94% 

● It can be extremely hard for pupils to catch up on missed work 

 

 

EFFECTS OF NON-ATTENDANCE 

Attendance during 

school year 

Equates to days 

absent 

Which is 

approximately 

Which means the 

number of lessons 
missed 

94% 10 days 2 weeks 50 lessons 

90% 19 days 4 weeks 100 lessons 

85% 29 days 6 weeks 150 lessons 

80% 38 days 8 weeks 200 lessons 

75% 48 days 10 weeks 250 lessons 

70% 57 days 11.5 weeks 290 lessons 

65% 67 days 13.5 weeks 340 lessons 

NB: Figures based on 5 lessons per school day 
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Coming to school on time everyday matters! 

 

 

 

Minutes late per day Equates to days of teaching 

lost in one year 

Which means this number of 

lessons missed 

5 mins 3.5 days 17 lessons 

10 mins  7 days 35 lessons 

15 mins  10.5 days 52 lessons 

20 mins 14 days 70 lessons 

25 mins 21 days 104 lessons 

 

● The most important element of student engagement is the student-teacher relationship 

● two important elements regarding values and principles? 

● Disciplinary structures and codes of conduct 

● What incentives are there for attendance and punctuality 

 


