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R.A.I.S.E YOUR RIGHTS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 

 

“Young people, when informed and empowered, when they realise that 

what they do truly makes a difference, can indeed change the world.” 

 

This document has been put together by Project 4 Youth Empowerment (P4YE) for 

the purpose of informing the public so that they are aware of their rights. It begins 

with some FAQ and information, has information on our information acronym 

RAISE your rights that people can use responsibly when having an encounter with 

the police and then culminates with signposting. 

 

1. FAQ 

2. RAISE YOUR RIGHTS 

3. OTHER FORMS OF SUPPORT 

4. SIGNPOSTING 
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1. FAQ 

 

What is stop and search? 
 

Stop and search is a police power that allows officers to detain a person and search 

them, using force if necessary. 

 

Most powers exercised by the police are granted to them by the Police and Criminal 

Evidence Act (PACE) 1984 

 

 

Can the police stop and search a child?  

 

The police may feel inside socks, shoes, or headgear if they believe something is hidden. 

 

 

Can the police ask a child to remove their outer clothing? 

 

YES, but this should take place out of public view in a van or at a station unless the child 

consents. 

 

What is a Section 60 & Stop and account? 
 
Section 60 is a power given by a Chief Officer (or in urgent circumstances an Inspector or 

above) that allows police officers to stop and search anyone in a specific area without 

needing reasonable grounds. 

 

Stop & account is when a police officer or PCSO stops you and asks questions. It is not a 

stop and search, and you are free to leave at any time.  

  

 
What can the police search for? 
 
Under s 1(2) a police officer has the power to search any person or vehicle (or anything 

which is in or on a vehicle) for stolen or prohibited articles. 

 

An officer can detain a person or vehicle for the purposes of carrying out such a search. 

(Sharpley 2021) 
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Where can stop and search be exercised? 

 

In any place to which at the time of the search the public has access 1(1)(a) 

 

In any other place (other than a dwelling) to which people have ready access. (Sharpley 

2021) 

 

Can the police stop and search a child? 
 
YES, the police may feel inside socks, shoes, or headgear if they believe something is 

hidden. 

 

 

Can the police ask a child to remove their outer clothing? 

 

YES, but this should take place out of public view in a van or at a station unless the child 

consents. 
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2. R.A.I.S.E YOUR RIGHTS is an acronym similar to GOWISELY.  

 

R.A.I.S.E was designed by P4YE to assist the public when having encounters with the 

police, whereas GOWISELY was designed for police officers. We do not recommend 

antagonising police officers when knowing your rights, however, we believe that knowing 

your rights empowers you to be able to have more positive interactions and outcomes if 

stopped. 

 

RECORD…if possible, as soon as the police approach you. Sometimes the police put 

people in handcuffs immediately. If it is not possible to record, ask somebody who is with 

you or a bystander to record.  

 

ASK…. the grounds for the stop. (If the police do not have a legal right to stop you, you 

can complain or sue). This leads to compensation and/or education for officers and it may 

save others who may otherwise have to experience what you or your child has! 

 

IDENTIFICATION…. Ask the officers present to identify themselves. If the officers are in 

plain clothes, ask to see a warrant card. Get proof that they are police officers and which 

station they are attached to. You do not have to identify yourself, but officers are legally 

obliged to. 

 

SEARCH… What are you being searched for? Police officers are legally obliged to tell you 

the nature and purpose of the search. Ask which legal power the officer/s is using to stop 

you. They must know the legislation 

 

ENTITLEMENT…. Being stopped can be upsetting and traumatic but you are entitled to 

copies of the paperwork. Get it, as it may be important for future reference. 
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3. OTHER FORMS OF SUPPORT  

 

Have you heard about the autism card or autism passport? (There are 2 examples 

below). We have found that many people haven’t. If you or someone you know has 

autism, we advise that they should carry a card that can inform the police to be aware 

and treat the card carrier appropriately. The idea is for autistic people to feel more 

confident about reporting crimes against them, to have more positive experiences when 

in contact with the police, and to work out the best outcomes for all involved. 

 

 

If you get lost, overwhelmed, or need any assistance when you are out, you can show the 

Alert Card to an officer who will then be able to help you. 

 

 

If you are unfortunate enough to be involved in an accident, the police can notify other 

professionals, such as ambulance crews – they will tell them that you are autistic and if 

needed, will inform your appropriate adult. 
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4. SIGNPOSTING 

 

 
Stopwatch, an organisation that provides research for fair and accountable policing 

https://www.stop-watch.org/ 

 

Y-Stop, a stop and search project for young people by young people where you can 

upload videos of police encounters https://y-stop.org/ 

 

If you are not happy with a police encounter you can speak to…..  

 

Legal support https://www.hja.net/legal-services/civil-liberties/actions-against-police/  

 

If you are upset or feel traumatised about a police encounter speak to someone  

 

Counselling https://www.talkofftherecord.org/croydon/ 

 

 

P4YE offer an appropriate adult service to our members - please contact us at 07727 

277431 or 07727 276397 

 

If you would like a copy of a RAISE your rights card or a workshop on RAISE your rights - 

please contact us at https://www.p4ye.co.uk/workshops/  

 
 

We are available to be contacted at  

 

Email: info@p4ye.co.uk 

 

https://www.hja.net/legal-services/civil-liberties/actions-against-police/
https://www.talkofftherecord.org/croydon/chris/
https://www.p4ye.co.uk/workshops/
mailto:info@p4ye.co.uk

