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In England and Wales, the age of criminal responsibility is
10 years old. This means that children aged 10 and above
can be arrested, charged, and go to court for criminal
offences.

The Youth Justice System places a strong focus on
rehabilitation over punishment, and custody for young
offenders under 14 is considered a last resort.

For the age of 12 years or under, custody must only be
used if the offence is so serious that no other sentence is
appropriate. This has to be signed by the Home
Secretary.

The maximum custodial sentence a youth court can give
is typically 2 years.

If a youth crime is considered high risk or there is a
potential for more than 2 years in custody, then a young
person can get sent to the Crown Court rather than the
Youth Court. This needs more support and guidance from
the Youth Offending Team.




