
A consequence for a youth offence without going
through the formal court process.

Police inform YJS of offence. 

YJS provides ‘out of court’ disposal work. 

These are usually ‘low level’ crimes (cannabis, theft,
vandalising etc.). 

YJS are able to challenge or work with the Police 

The young person has to admit some level of guilt or
admit to crime.  

Aim to hold young people accountable for their actions
while providing opportunities for rehabilitation.

Police to discuss with YJS and a full assessment is
completed to identify best outcome (3 routes). 

There are two routes as to how Youth Justice Services 
might be alerted to and supporting a young person. 

ROUTE ONE
Alerted by the Police for low level offences

Out of Court Disposal



POLICE CAUTION
A formal warning given by the police for a small 
offence. The young person admits to the offence, and the
caution is recorded, but it doesn’t result in a criminal
conviction.

YOUTH CAUTION
A police warning given to a young person when they
admit to a criminal offence. 

This may include conditions like community work, anger
management, or staying away from certain people or
places. 

YOUTH CONDITIONAL CAUTION
Youth conditional cautions are a caution with one or
more conditions attached. Conditions may include paying
a money penalty or attending a place for a set time. 

If the conditions are not met, the young person might
have to go to court for the offence. 

Types of Out of Court Disposals


