What Is a Referral Order?

Referral Order or ‘RO’:

A court order for young people who have pleaded guilty to
a crime for the first time.

These can be different lengths such as 3 months, 6 months
or 12 months.

Purpose:
Aims to help the young person avoid reoffending by making
them aware of the consequences of their actions and
helping them make amends for the harm they've caused.

Process:

Will attend a referral order panel with their parents or
carers.

The panelincludes trained volunteers, a Youth Offending
Service (YOS) worker, and sometimes the victim of the
crime.

The panel negotiates a contract of reparation with the
young person, which may include community work, writing
an apology, or helping the victim.

The young person also agrees to a program of work to
address their offending behaviour.

If the young person completes the contract, their
conviction will be "spent" and means they won't have
mention this when applying for most jobs.

The order then ends.




